VBS

By DaviD PosEY

Since 2004, the Folsom cimirch of Christ has been
ing a Vacation Bible School (VES) for five
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into make it 2 memorable week for the kids.

is designed to be an immersive

EXperience;
the aim is to teach our children specific lessons in an
environment that replicates, as omch as possible, the
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This year's theme is “The
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of Jesus in the pospels. The pospels, as you probably
know, wiitten either
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have the upper hand in our culture, there isnota

more t theme than this. Our children need to
know that the gospels are accurate, that Jesus is real
and that the words he amiﬁegm
Luke and John
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ment, but sometimes those stonies are not connect-
ed to Chnost In that case, are no more than iso-
lated incidents that may show faith andfor
m%hn:hnmhqgm faith in Christ as
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an theme is more than appropri-
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mchvehm:eﬂ:lﬂ that the Bible can and meust
be believed, if we are to have any hope of getting to
heaven That takes faith and our aim at 15 to
help our children come to the place where Abraham
came: coruinced Eﬂtﬂﬂdﬁﬁm&ﬂﬁhbﬂ
Fﬁm]:hmﬂq- iz laid out some of the evi-
dence that the gospels are true, so I won't review all
d'tl:nﬂﬂe;ﬁnth:epmnnnd,&t@,ﬂ:ﬂufme
accept several propositions:



1. If the gospels are not true, then the authors were
Liars. Someone wrote those books, so if the
events the wrniters are descnbing did not actual-
ly take place, then they hed, for some reason.

If the gospels are not true, then how does one
explain the rapid expansion of Christianity
throughout the world in the 1st century?

3. Ifthe are not true, then the history in
the book of Acts is not trus, since it was WIit-
ten by one of the wnters of the gospels (Luke).

4 Ifthe are not true, then all of those who
have beheved the gospels are fools for thinking
that Jesus is the way to heaven and was raised
from the dead. Paul said, “If in Chrisf we have
bape in this life only, we mafﬂﬁpmpfr most to be
pitied "1 Cor 1519

5. If the gospels are not true, then millions of peo-

ple will go to hell because they have placed
‘I‘.I:I.E:II fauth in a legend, instead of truth.
6. If the gospels are not true, then those who wrote

them — and those who bebieved them — are
certthably crazy The men who wrote them

died because of what they wrote and beheved
and clsimed Why would they do that if they
were making it all up? Wouldn't at least some of
them disavow the pospels on the threat of
death?

If the gospels are not true, cne would expect to
find some evidence of this "lunacy” iﬁ?iJ.EiI
writings. But do the documents sound as it
they are written by crazy people?

As Dennis pointed out, there is more manuscript
evidence for the Bible than anv other ancient
book. Thousands Dfﬂ::;.tmcﬂf-:tsexistfc:rme
New Testament. By thE.E.tmfb}"
Homer, can claim less than a I,OCO MAMISCTIPTS.
Yer, nnﬂnedﬂuesﬂieauﬂaenumt}'ufﬂmlhadnr
Homer And that book is still

behind the INew Testament. Hm}feigluﬂmg
ac a bit outdated. at latest count, there are
50 ing like 5500 mpiESGfﬂ'ieNE'wTest:r
ment).

Hawing a plethora of manuscripts does not
prove the historicity of the New Testament —
thar is, it doesn't prove the Bible is accurare histo-
rv. Bur it does show that it is a refiable source of
information Whether one believes it or not is

one'’s e — it takes faith “Trith comes
Pmdﬂgﬁ&rm@ the word of Christ” b
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(Romans 1o:17).

Bt still, one should ask “why so many mamr
SCipts, fthebnc:ks:aremer&ﬂmﬂn L-T.-m;r,'
mamuscripts, found in different locations,
assure us that the books were ar least considered
important encugh to be shared far and wide,
throughout the world And then there is the sim-

ple fact that 4o men wrote 66 books over 1500
years; yet they are consistent in doctrine and
worldview Bvery so-called “inconsistency” in the
Eible can be explained and none of
them imp actﬂlece-ntml of the 1
Hﬂwr:anﬂut %mﬂfﬁ-
ra:tedbvsmn&l‘ngher

Most of those who reject the authenticity of
the New Testament are not intellectually consis-

tent. They quote freelyﬁc:mleyTautm and
Herodotus and will accept most of their historical

statements as accurate. They - if ever, ques-
tion their authenticd :;s]:uston ‘documents
Yet there are cnly a copies of mamiscripts of
those books.

That why I've inchaded “Robin
Hood” on the chart. Many years ago, an article
appeared in the Los.Angeles Times abour a discov-
ery found in the ledger book of an old inn in Eng-
land It ared to be signed by one “Robin
Heood™ e who discovered it dated it to the
time that Eobin Hood was sed to have lrved
and engaged in his adventures. Of course, it has

been considered a but these men,

and the writer of the article, felt the entrv in the
ledgerm:ght e that there was a real Robin
Heood—on thebasm of one ertry {m.anuscnpt]

WIitten Many years in now faded ink
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e are amxions to believe
whar they want to believe. We see it all the time
— a shred of evidence will do, if we want to be-
lieve it's true. The Shroud of Turin, Jesus of the
Tortlla (look it up), minimal and debatable en-
mesmhntelledgers It seems thart if we like the
implications that the evidence even if
on shaky d (“Robin Hood was a real man™), we
more re aCCept it as true.
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We see this today in oftcited “fake news. 'I";et—
wnrl-:smdnewspzpem cmﬁbymth
exaggeration because
and readers are andous tﬂbehewewhat ﬂlevsee
and hear So, they lie and
H&adﬂfob]ecmﬂ}rseamlg:;snnéawﬂngﬂi&
truth

Were the authors of the NEWTESI::m:Eﬂt
perpetuators of fake news,” fictional
accounts becanse that's what want to
hear Not likely For one thing, the teachings of
Jesus are not — and they never have been.
If this is just another book, it's doubtful thart it
would have made theb-estse]ler].istnf_its day

Consider the o of Jesus in the Ser
mon on the Mount — his insistence that we give

our ts, never take avodd sexoual
:{:t.l. st:{ynghma.tned, etc. Cﬂﬂmderrﬂeng;ie central point

of the “good news' {gospel} that every writer of
EVErV 1 accentuates: a poor carpenter

died on a cross, in a little town called Jerusalem,

in AD 30 or so. Why So could be saved

trom their sins. Is thinking abour and confessing
our sins a popular topic?
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cause he taught :mu.rqxgpula.r dnct[me 15
claimed to have been raised from the dead! Seri-

Bur it

ously? If these books — Matthew; Mark, Luke
and John — had not met the test of authenticity,
they would never have spread very far from
wherever they were created People would reject
them as works of fiction.

Bur their authenticity — that they were
written by actual men who, by all accounts,
seem to be reasonable men — lends to thetr hus-
mri-:itjr{i.e., that the men are describing actual
events, as they witnessed them). Thar leads
many to believe in their — that what is
said and claimed there is authontative forus and
that we should believe it and put cur faith in the
man whom these authors wrote about.

The gospels are eyewitness accounts of the
man, Jesus Christ, and his works and words.
There are many more reasons to believe they are
true than there are to believe they are fiction —
and many have tried their best to prove the lat-
ter. We believe our tual destiny ds on
om%mmwmxﬁfﬂlﬁepspelsdep—alas
does our children's faith.
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in an interesting, “immerstve way Let's do all
we can to make it a great P:l‘Dchlc‘tﬁ’E' mstrctive
week for the kids. ﬁirdﬂm:ﬁs Dlenmis and
Sharron tor your hard work



