
FOLSOM VIEW    

 

“husbands should love their wives, even as Christ also 

loved the church and gave Himself up for it” (Ephesians 

5:25). Marriage and the church are the two great institu-

tions of our God. 

 

Man is next in line. He is said to be “the head of the 

wife, even as Christ is the head of the 

church” (Ephesians 5:23). Man is the spiritual head of 

the wife. While that fact doesn’t set well with today’s 

society, that in no way alters the reality and necessity of 

it. As the spiritual head of the family, the man has cer-

tain sober responsibilities, one of which is to bring up 

his children “in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). Man’s abdication of his role as 

the spiritual head has been the cause of many marital 

difficulties, one of which is that the woman, in many 

instances, is left with duties and responsibilities to 

which she was not originally suited. 

 

The failure of men to accept the obligations in God’s 

law of order has done much damage to marriage in this 

age. 

 

The woman is to be the “help-meet” for the man. She 

never functions at a better level of love and efficiency 

than when she is being that for which she was designed

–helping man to become all that he can. “Therefore as 

the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to 

their own husbands in every thing.” It has always been 

God’s design:“For in this manner in the old time, the 

holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned them-

selves, being in subjection unto their own husbands” (I 

Peter 3:5). The failure of wives to respect this fact and 

“to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient 

to their own husbands,” has brought disaster to many 

homes in our age. Being a “keeper at home” doesn’t 

argue that a woman can’t work outside the home (see 

Prov. 31: 10f), but if she cannot do so and still be a 

keeper at home, she would do well to quit her job rather 

than quitting God’s order. Untold amount of damage 

has been done to homes because of a neglect to follow 

God’s law of order. 
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God’s law of order is set forth in I Corinthians 11:1-3. It 

reads: “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all 

things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. 

But I would have you know that the head of every man is 

Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head 

of Christ is God.” His ordinance is simple, direct, and very 

effective. God’s law of order is God, Christ, Man, Woman. 

 

The failure of our culture to take note of that law and make 

it work has resulted in chaos and confusion about marriage 

and how it works. 

 

First of all, God is over all. It is by His rule and authority 

that everything exists. It all starts and ends with Him. He 

“giveth to all life, and breath, and all things,” and “in Him 

we live, and move, and have our very being” (Acts 

17:25;28). It is right and proper that God should be first and 

over all. In Him is not only our life, but the authority by 

which it is controlled. After all, our Creator ought to know 

best how He wanted what He created to be and how He 

wanted it to act. 

 

If marriage doesn’t start with God and His laws, it is likely 

destined for failure. 

 

Christ is the head of man. Jesus is the Son of God (Matthew 

16:17). He is the force by which God, the Father, created all 

things. “The same was in the beginning with God. All things 

were made by Him; and without Him was not anything 

made that was made” (John 1:2-3). Furthermore, “He is be-

fore all things, and by Him all things consist” (Colossians 

1:17). Common sense demands that whatever He says 

should be of not only interest to us, but of vital concern. He 

is not only the force of creation, He came and lived as a 

man, thus becoming our great example for how man should 

live. He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet with-

out sin” (Hebrews 4:15) and He “suffered for us, leaving us 

an example that ye should follow his steps, Who did no sin, 

neither was guile found in His mouth” (I Peter 2:21-22). 

“He the great example is, and pattern for me.” 

 

Marriage is so close to the heart of God that we are told that 
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Read your Bible daily 

And please let it be carefully observed that it no more 

demeans the value and praiseworthiness of the woman 

when she is to be in subjection to the husband than it does 

for Christ who deliberately placed Himself in subjection 

to God in God’s law of order. 

 

The home cannot and will not be all that it should be with-

out proper respect for God’s law of order.   

 

Dee Bowman 

 

Know God, Know Peace 

 

Bubba Garner 

 

 

Man’s diligent search to find happiness in life has lead 

him in all the wrong directions. Young people think 

that happiness comes with getting older. They can’t 

wait to experience all of the freedoms and opportunities 

that the later years bring. The aged, on the other hand, 

wish they could turn back the clock to the joy that they 

found in their youth. Poor people are convinced that 

happiness comes with the accumulation of riches, while 

the wealthy would give every dime they own to experi-

ence the warmth and contentment of having one true 

friend.  

All of these things—age, money, friendship—are frag-

ile and gratify only for a short time. The years fly 

away, money is easily lost, and friends come and go. 

Those who strive for them are ultimately disappointed 

when they find out that they still have not fully satisfied 

their need for true happiness and contentment. 

 

Peace in life comes with being at peace with God. It is 

what Paul calls the “peace which surpasses all under-

standing” (Phil. 4:7). It is the inner tranquility that ex-

ists because you have a secure expectation of the judg-

ment and are prepared at all times to meet the Lord. 

There is no substitute for it, there is no shortcut to at-

tain it. Peace with God is not acquired with riches, 

popularity, or age; it is, in fact, worth more than all of 

those things combined. It is the ability to lay your head 

on your pillow at night and say with all confidence, 

“Lord, come quickly.” 

 

Peace with God demands being at war with the world. 

“You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship 

with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore who-

ever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself 

an enemy of God” (James 4:4). You have to chose 

one or the other. Many are inclined to think that there 

is no happiness in life apart from immorality, ungod-

liness, and sin. The devil convinces us that “that’s 

what life’s all about.” But if you really want lasting 

pleasure and happiness that is wholesome, pure, and 

right, you must resign all worldly connections and 

associations. 

 

Peace with God requires being at peace with your-

self. God is faithful and has promised to forgive us 

when we fail Him, but He cannot forgive the sin that 

has not been made right. Since sin separates us from 

God (Isa. 59:1-2), our relationship is broken until we 

genuinely repent and seek to be reunited with Him 

through Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Someone has 

said, “there is no softer pillow than a clear con-

science.” The God of peace makes such a possibility. 

 

Peace with God is impossible without being at peace 

with your brother. How can you profess to be a child 

of God when you mistreat and abuse those whom He 

loves? John said “the one who does not love his 

brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he 

has not seen” (1 John 4:20). Our most important task, 

aside from loving and serving our God, is loving and 

serving His people. Sincere Christianity looks out for 

the interests of others and strives to be at peace with 

all men, knowing that this pleases the Lord. 

 

Know God, know peace. The opposite is just as true. 

No God, no peace.  

 


