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Daily View
“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today’” Hebrews 3:13

“Like a Bridge Over Troubled Water” 
In 1970, Simon & Garfunkel released a song by the name of the title above. Although written fifty years ago, it still holds up as 
one of the most evocative and moving songs ever written. There are two lines in the song that resonate with us right now. First, 
there’s this: “Like a bridge over troubled water, I will lay me down.” Jesus didn’t use the bridge metaphor, but it’s an apt description of 
what he did for us. Four times in John 10, Jesus says he will, as the Good Shepherd, lay down his life (10:11, 15, 17, 18). In John 
15:13 we find those famous words, “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.”

No doubt about it, the world is “troubled water” and always has been. Peter called it “twisted” in Acts 2:40 and urged 
his listeners to save themselves from it. All my life, I’ve seen good times followed by troubled times. I’m not sure that I have 
lived in more prosperous times than what we were experiencing just before the coronavirus pandemic hit the world. Things 
were humming along pretty smoothly for most people, as far as I know. The stock market was doing well, which means 
retirement funds were doing well and people seemed to be feeling good about things, at least economically. 

But, like many of you, I’ve lived long enough to expect “the other shoe to drop.” That’s not necessarily a negative view 
of things, just reality based on history. The war-torn 40s was followed by the mild-mannered 50s (think, I Love Lucy), 
followed by the chaotic 60s (race riots, Vietnam war, assassinations), followed by the weird 70s (leisure suits and gas lines). Then the 
triumphant 80s was followed by the scandalous 90s followed by the post 9/11 2000s. You can count on it: the other shoe 
always drops. Oceans that were smooth become choppy and dangerous. We desperately look for a bridge over troubled 
water. Spiritually, Jesus provided that bridge when he laid down his life for us and it’s here; we just need to cross it. 

The other line from Paul Simon’s song that impresses me in these times is this: “Like a bridge over troubled water, I will ease 
your mind.” Jesus is the one who promises to ease our mind, to lay his body down as a bridge, to take our burdens in times of 
trouble: “Come to me all you who are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). Hymns we love, like “It is Well with My 
Soul,” convey the same sentiment. In fact, that song sounds like it may have inspired Simon: “…when sorrows like sea billows 
roar…” sounds a lot like “troubled water.” Jesus is the Bridge over troubled water. 

Last week, Christie suggested that we challenge our seven grandkids to read the New Testament in a month (see chart 
on page two). They all said they would do it. In reading the first several chapters of Matthew for the umpteenth time in my 
life, I’m seeing some things I had not seen before (that happens every time I read through a book of the Bible; the Bible is a 
goldmine).

Reading through Matthew’s gospel this time I am struck by how clearly it features the authority of Jesus coupled with 
his compassion. He came into a world of “troubled water” and provided a much needed “bridge” to a new, better world. He 
calls it “the kingdom of heaven.” He gives us a way, albeit a narrow way, to cross over from a troubled world full of hatred, 
cruelty and disease, to a new world “where righteousness dwells” (see II Peter 3:13). I like to think of Jesus as God’s own 
“Golden Gate Bridge” to take us, not into a golden state, but into that world with golden streets in a place called “heaven.”
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Timely Words

The measure with which God gives the gift of visible community is varied. Christians who live dispersed from one 
another are comforted by a brief visit of another Christian, a prayer together, and another Christian’s blessing. Indeed, 
they are strengthened by letters written by the hand of other Christians. Paul’s greetings in his letters written in his own 
hand were no doubt tokens of such community. Others are given the gift on Sundays of the community of the worship 
service. Still others have the privilege of living a Christian life in the community of their families. 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
Bonhoeffer protested Hitler’s Third Reich and was executed. A good read: “Bonhoeffer” by Eric Metaxas 
“Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to you, for you yourselves have 
been taught by God to love one another, and indeed you do love all the brothers and sisters throughout Macedonia.  

— 1 Thessalonians 4:9


