
“I Am Good Enough to go to Heaven!!” 
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The rich young ruler scene is told in Matthew 19, Mark 10, Luke 18. Mark reports that 
Jesus looked at him and “loved” him. So, Jesus told him what he needed to know to 
have eternal life: 
 
And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, 
“You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow me.” Mark 10:21 
Here is the response of this “good” man: 
Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Mark 10:22 

 
Let’s be fair in our evaluation of this young man, who was truly a “good” man. In each of 
the gospel writers’ accounts, Jesus listed the godly ethics of our behavior towards one 
another, as found in the latter six of the ten commandments. The young man was able 
to respond affirmatively that he dealt with his fellow man according to these principles. 
There is no hint that Jesus challenged his statement regarding his personal ethics. He is 
described as a “ruler” in Luke 18:18. Would that every one of our “rulers” in this world 
today could truly say that they live according to the godly principles found in the “one 
another” six of the ten commandments! How different would our world be! 
 
Many people today in our world admire the ethics found in the teachings of Jesus in the 
Bible. He is honored as a great teacher, and His principles emulated in their lives, as 
they strive to “do their best” towards their neighbor, whether their neighbor be their 
husband or wife, their children, their co-workers, the needy in their community, their 
local or national government Thomas Jefferson admired the ethics of Jesus so much 
that he created a work entitled The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth:  
Thomas Jefferson believed that his version of the New Testament distilled ‘the most sublime 
and benevolent code of morals which has never been offered to man. 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/howthomas-jefferson-created-his-own-bible-
5659505/ 

 
You may visit the Jefferson Memorial in Washington, D.C. and purchase a copy of this 
work, also known as The Jefferson Bible. You will notice, however, that Jefferson 
deleted from the gospel writers all references to the miracles of Jesus, all claims of His 
deity. Jefferson’s Bible concludes with Jesus’ entombment, but omits His resurrection. 
 
So, how does Thomas Jefferson relate to the rich young ruler, and, more importantly, to 
me? 
 
Let’s explore this story of the rich young man’s interaction with Jesus further to discover 
the answers: 
 



First, the young man was honest in his evaluation of the ethics taught by God towards 
his fellow man. Not only was he honest about those ethics, but he embodied them in his 
daily living. He was not a hypocrite. An examination of Thomas Jefferson’s life seems to 
reveal a similar code, although revelations in recent years about his treatment of his 
slaves reveal his inconsistency. Many people around us, honest about their 
responsibility towards others, admire and embrace the ethics of Christ. Some of us 
Christians might even be put to shame sometimes by the consistency of the self-giving, 
loving behavior of our non-believing neighbors around us. 
 
The young man was at least partially honest about Jesus Himself. He called him “Good 
Teacher.” Recognizing the force for good that Jesus showed Himself to be towards the 
people around Him, the young man knew enough to refer to Him as “Good,” and to 
recognize that he could learn from this great “Teacher.” 
 
However, in Jesus’ immediate response to this young man, we begin to gather some 
clues about what he lacked in his quest for eternal life: 
And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.” Mark 

10:18 

 
Here is a central issue: 
Jesus effectively declared that what is “good” in the eyes of men, is not “good enough” 
in the world of God. Let’s think about heaven for just a moment. Let’s say, for 
argument’s sake, that heaven is a place where the “good enough” people live together 
for eternity. Was Thomas Jefferson “good enough?” Some might argue that he lived a 
life that was worthy of heaven. So, let’s say that the ethics of Thomas Jefferson are 
“good enough” for heaven. If Thomas Jefferson lives in heaven, and the his ethics are 
good enough for heaven, how do you think Sally Hemings, if she also lives in heaven, 
would feel if he was allowed to practice his same ethics for eternity, and he could keep 
her as his enslaved girlfriend? 
 
Or, let’s say that one of us today is a “good” person, but has a little problem with anger. 
Oh, it’s not “too bad,” but that same person who is very “pay it forward” in his life, also 
tends to “fly off the handle” occasionally when his wife disappoints him in some way. Is 
that behavior “bad enough” to keep him out of heaven? Do you visualize heaven as a 
place where your neighbor “loses it” around you sometimes? 
 
Is the problem beginning to come into focus? If God allows “our” ethics to be the ethical 
standards in heaven, does heaven begin to lose its luster? In that scenario, heaven 
simply becomes another “earth” in the next life, albeit with 5 star accommodations for 
everyone. If God allows a “little” bit of sin in heaven… well, you get the idea… 
 
Hence, Jesus’ reply: Only God is “good.” You can’t have it both ways. If Jesus is just a 
man, then we may pick and choose which of His ethics or claims about Himself that we 
prefer. However, if Jesus is truly “good,” by the definitions of heaven, then He is God 
standing before us. He is so much more than just a wise teacher. He is the Judge of the 
hearts of all men. 



 
Another central issue, then: 
The “good” young man, who Jesus loved, had the Creator of the universe standing in 
front of him, who gave him a command: “Sell all you have, and follow Me.” The young 
man had no problem with the “love your neighbor as yourself” six commands. But, he 
had a problem with the first four of the 10 commandments, which embody the principles 
of “love your God with all your heart, mind, and soul,” and require that there be nothing 
more important than God in our life. Anything that supersedes our devotion to Him is 
merely an idol, constructed by Satan, with the connivance of ourself. 
 
So, here lies the rub: 
The rich young ruler, Thomas Jefferson, and the rest of us who think we are “good 
enough” to go to heaven, are handling Jesus in the same mistaken way. The One who 
stands before us and commands us can simply be our good teacher, or He can be our 
Savior. 
 
Life in heaven is beautiful to dream about because it is perfect. Not a microscopic speck 
of sin is tolerated there. Only the most beautiful of ourselves, in uncontaminated form, 
live there. The community of heaven embodies the nature of God, in all of His perfect, 
loving glory. Therefore, to enter we must be perfect, ourselves. This can be 
accomplished only by the washing of ourselves in the blood of Christ, our Savior and 
God. 
 
Only then, can we be “good enough.” 


