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“...Having the eyes of your heart enlightened...” Ephesians 1:18
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The Foundation of 
Spirituality —Honesty

BY LARRY ROUSE

Why does the preaching of the gospel seem not 
to be effective in our society today?  We know 
that God’s word has not changed, nor has its 
power (Rom. 1:16). We are assured by God that 
His word will never return to Him void, but it 
will always accomplish the purpose for which 
He sent it (Isa. 55:11). Today, with this present 
generation, as it has in past generations, the 
word of God is able to expose hearts and allow 
men to choose light or darkness (Jn. 3:19-21). 
This choice depends upon the kind of heart a 
man possesses.

When Jesus described the kind of heart in 
which the word of God would be received and 
would prosper, He described it as “good and 
honest” (Lk. 8:15 KJV). Will a man choose light 
or darkness, honesty or dishonesty? If a man 
decides that he “hates the light” then God will 
let him “believe a lie” and will not do anything 
further other than the presentation of His word 
(2 Thess. 2:10-11). 
We must fight the temptation to be 
dishonest

The battle for honesty lasts a lifetime. God 
emphatically warns the Christian to guard his 
heart and to keep it pure. “Do not lie to one 
another, since you have put off the old man with 
his deeds” (Col. 3:9). God has plainly told us: 
“He who works deceit shall not dwell within my 
house; He who tells lies shall not continue in 
my presence” (Psalm 101:7).

The nature of man has not changed. 
Without continual exposure to the word of 
God, men’s hearts will be pulled back to self-
justification and blindness (Pr. 16:2; Jer.  
17:10-11). Why do men prefer dishonesty? 
Psychologists suggest that men tend to make up 

the reasons for their behaviors after they do 
them, and that their “reasons” and behavior 
usually have nothing to do with each other. 

King Saul was a prime example of a good 
man who gave in to dishonesty to his own 
destruction. Do you remember the various 
explanations that he made to Samuel when he 
was confronted about his direct disobedience to 
God’s command (1 Sam. 15:3, 15, 20-21)? “I was 
going to sacrifice them! No, wait, it was the 
people that did it!” Finally, after a spiritual 
wrestling match, Saul admits his sin, but 
without true repentance! Saul thought that his 
outward confession without a changed heart 
would put him right with God. In this he had 
deceived himself! This pattern would remain 
throughout Saul’s life.
We must recognize dishonesty
God’s love will lead us to look to the good in 
others. Indeed, we want to believe the best 
about others and not be quick to judge 
another’s actions without sufficient evidence. 
Nonetheless, the Bible is filled with warnings 
concerning those who would deliberately 
mislead us and the kind of tactics they will use 
to accomplish this task. “That we should no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 
deceitful plotting” (Eph. 4:14). “These are 
grumblers, complainers, walking according to 
their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling 
words, flattering people to gain advantage” (Jude 
16).

It is a difficult thing for good and honest 
Christians to see the deceit and manipulation 
from those who have a hidden agenda to pull 
others into their circle. Flattery is first used to 
gain a closer association and trust. Then lies are 
told in secret to inflame emotions and close 
minds (Pr. 18:19). Finally, these men succeed in 
having their new disciples cut off association 
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with their former brethren without so much as 
talking about these newly discovered 
“differences” over an open Bible (Gal. 4:16-17).

A commitment to honesty will keep us from 
these “closed door decisions” that result in one 
“cutting and running.” Instead we will openly 
discuss and test those who have beliefs that they 
say are of God (1 Jn. 4:1). Also, we will not 
accept testimony about the personal actions of 
another without first giving that person a 
chance to defend himself (Pr. 18:17; Mt.  
18:15-17)!
Pride always leads to dishonesty
Those who do not know God cannot stand to 
look at themselves honestly. The driving force 
behind pride is the desire to be recognized and 
have praise because we wish to appear to be 
something that we are not. “For if anyone thinks 
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he 
deceives himself” (Gal 6:3). Those that follow 
this path must wear a mask. They must fight to 
“keep up appearances” and work to tear others 
down so that they can receive this vain and 
temporary recognition of men. There is a better 
way to live your life!
God’s forgiveness allows us to be honest
God sees me as I am, and, in spite of that, He 
loves me and seeks my best. “But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” (Rom 5:8). God sees the darkness of my sin 
and has provided a sacrifice that will wash away 
my sins and restore my relationship with Him
(Rom 3:23; 6:23). What do I need to do? I need 
to be honest! I must see my own sin and make 
no excuses. The love of God must move me to 
change my heart in repentance that will result 
in a changed life. I then will take the final step 
in water baptism, yielding my body to a burial 
and resurrection like the Lord’s (Rom. 6:3-5). I
now am the Lord’s, not because I am perfect, 
but because I am forgiven and have yielded my 
heart to Him (Acts 2:38-39). 

The Christian life is characterized by the 
forgiveness of God. Rather than run from my 
shortcomings, I can now run to God for a 
greater sight and to seek His help in growing to 
be something more in His service. I come to 

love the truth, to love bold and honest 
preaching because it allows me to see what God 
already sees and what I need to know. Most of 
all, I am thankful that God’s word is able to 
penetrate my heart when it drifts into 
dishonesty and point me back to Him.  “For the 
word of God is living and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. And there is no creature 
hidden from His sight, but all things are naked 
and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must
give account” (Heb. 4:12-13).

Be honest. Are you genuinely serving the 
Lord with all of your heart (II Cor. 13:5)? “He
who covers his sins will not prosper, But 
whoever confesses and forsakes them will have 
mercy” (Pr. 28:13). — Via Auburn Beacon

In Memoriam
Alfred Tennyson 

[Jeff Herrin sent this after a sermon about Mary and 
Martha. I think it is a fitting tribute in honor of 
those — men like Bob Lyman —  who put Christ at 
the center of their lives and dedicate their time on 
the earth to serving Him]

Her eyes are homes of silent prayer,
Nor other thought her mind admits
But, he was dead, and there he sits.

And he that brought him back is there.

Then one deep love doth supersede
All other, when her ardent gaze

Roves from the living brother’s face
And rests upon the Life indeed.

All subtle thoughts, all curious fears,
Borne down by gladness so complete,
She bows, she bathes the Savior’s feet
With costly spikenard and with tears.

Thrice blest whose lives are faithful prayers,
Whose loves in higher love endure;

What souls possess themselves so pure,
Or is there blessedness like theirs?


