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“...Having the eyes of your heart enlightened...” Ephesians 1:18
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Children’s 
Influence on Parents

BY BILL HALL

Children can influence their parents just as 
parents can influence their children. The 
following story about an imaginary couple may 
have been duplicated in the lives of many of our 
readers.

George and Mary were a wonderful couple 
as they began their life together. Throughout 
their youth they had received strong teaching 
concerning worldliness, and their conduct 
showed the effects of that teaching. They had 
been taught faithfulness in attendance, and they 
never missed a service for “anything.” In 
character and conviction, they were blameless.

This young couple failed, however, to instill 
into the hearts of their children these same 
convictions. Consequently, as the children 
reached their teens, they began to put pressure 
on their parents to let them do what all the 
other young people were doing. Gradually the 
will of the parents was broken down, and they 
began to permit their children to do things they 
never dreamed their children would ever do.

Rationalization came easy for George and 
Mary. “After all, the Bible is not specific in these 
matters,” they thought. “The Bible says ‘ modest 
apparel ‘, but it doesn’t define modesty.” “And, 
they’re only planning to go to the dance; they 
aren’t planning to dance.” “We can’t say ‘ no ‘ to 
everything, “ they said. When Junior began to 
show unusual athletic ability, the question of 
attending services became a problem. At first 
they took Junior out of games and brought him 
to midweek services, but then the team began to 
depend more and more on him. The play-offs 
came, and the team’s only hope in the play-offs 
was for Junior to play. George and Mary gave in. 

And once they had given in, they had no more 
argument for the future. Junior never missed 
another game to “go to church.”

George and Mary often found themselves on 
the defensive in Bible classes. They began to 
argue for their children’s behavior. And, the 
more accustomed they became to their 

children’s actions, the more innocent theirs 
actions seemed to be. Eventually, their own 
conduct became affected. They reached the 
point where they thought nothing of missing on 
Friday night during a meeting to see Junior play 
ball. Mary even adopted some of the daughter’s 
dress habits, although remaining sufficiently 
“discreet” to stay in the good graces of the 
brethren. Yes, George and Mary are still in good 
standing in the church, and their change has 
been so gradual that many fail to realize that 
they are not the strong Christians they formerly 
were. What happened to George and Mary? 
Instead of bringing their children “up” in the 
nurture and admonition of the “Lord”, their 
children brought them “down” in the nurture 
and admonition of the devil. “

Our children may do wrong, but they must 
not do wrong with our permission. We do not 
seek anger, but repentance. Parents, would your 
names fit in the place of “George” and “Mary” in 
the above story?

“YES, GEORGE AND MARY ARE 
STILL IN GOOD STANDING IN THE 

CHURCH, AND THEIR CHANGE HAS 
BEEN SO GRADUAL THAT MANY FAIL 

TO REALIZE THAT THEY ARE NOT 

THE STRONG CHRISTIANS THEY 

FORMERLY WERE.”
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[Note: Most of our readers are aware that 
instrumental music was not used in the 
worship of the first century church. In fact, 
instruments were not introduced into the 
Roman Catholic Church until more than 600 
years after time of Christ. The Greek Orthodox 
Church has been very slow to allow them. Most 
of the major Protestant churches began without 
them. Robert Turner makes an interesting 
observation along 
these lines in the 
following article.]

While in Bangor, 
Maine, in bro. Ralph 
Smart’s study, I had 
opportunity to 
examine a book 
called: HYMN 
STUDIES —  ANNOTATED METHODIST 
HYMNAL by Charles S. Nutter, Tilton, New 
Hampshire; Feb. 15, 1884. On page 18 of this 
book there was hymn no. 27, “Praise The 
Lord.” We give the first and fourth stanzas:

1. Praise the Lord! his glories show, Saints 
within his courts below, Angels round his 
throne above, All that see and share his love.

4. Strings and voices, hands and hearts; In 
the concert bear your parts; All that breathe, 
your Lord adore; Praise him, praise him 
evermore! Henry F. Lyte, Alt

What interested us particularly was the 
comment which followed the above hymn. Mr. 
Nutter, author of this Methodist Hymnal, said: 
“The fourth stanza would not have been 
admitted into any hymn book by the early 
Methodist. Instruments of music in the church, 
and especially those with strings were an 
abomination to them.”

Dr. Adam Clarke [noted Methodist 
commentator] said, “Music as a science I 
admire; but instruments of music in the house 
of God I abominate and abhor.”

Quotes
“Fear of failure or success is one and the 
same. Both are fear of exposure. Not of 
our strengths, but of our weaknesses.” 

Kevin W. McCarthy
“Do not give any time to your past, you 
can’t change what happened 5 minutes 
ago.”

Jan Ruhe
“The fear is worse than the pain.”

Shannon Bahr
“Worry is a sustained form of fear caused 
by indecision.”

Brian Tracy
The person who believes in nothing 
but himself lives in a very small world.

John Wesley [“founder” of Methodism] 
said, “I have no objection to instruments of 
music in our chapels, provided they are 
neither heard nor seen.”

Readers of church history are familiar 
with these “quotes” — but in a Methodist 
Hymnal??? Hummmmm!! 

JOHN WESLEY [“FOUNDER” OF 

METHODISM] SAID, “I HAVE NO 
OBJECTION TO INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC IN 

OUR CHAPELS, PROVIDED THEY ARE 

NEITHER HEARD NOR SEEN.”

A Bit of Methodist 
History Concerning Instrumental Music

BY ROBERT TURNER


