Calendar:

February 7, 2010

Group 4 will meet today after the morning service at the Ladd’s home.
Group 10 Feb 20th - Saturday - 6 to 8 pm at the Raposa’s home.
Group 3 Feb21st - after Sunday evening Bible Class at David &
Heather Byrd’s home

The Rumors. How They Fly!

Reporting is hard business. It takes a disciplined
mind. It's hard to be objective. A good reporter
must divorce himself from al his pre-
suppositions, prejudices, pre-conceived notions.
He has the responsibility to his readers or viewers
to report facts as best as he can determine them.
He has no business reporting hearsay, opinion, or
other part-truths unless he identifies them as such.
It takes concentration and a high regard for truth.

Distributing any truth requires the same integrity
asthat which is necessary for the good journalist.
It, too, calls for intense concentration, an unbi-
ased mind, adesire not only to know the truth, but
to useit for good whenever and wherever possi-
ble. No person has the right to distribute untruth,
hearsay, gossip.

The Scriptures assign an attitude for those who
would dare speak of things to others publicly. For
instance, ~"If any man speak, let him speak asthe
oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4:11), addresses the ten-
dencies to report opinions and is God's warning
against such. “"Thereisatime to keep silence,
and atime to speak” (Eccles. 3:7) speaksto the
tendency to want to speak more than the occasion
callsfor, aconstant problem for all of usit seems.
“"But speak thou the things which become sound
doctrine" (Titus 2:1) callsto mind the necessity of
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well. “"Let your

speech be always with grace, seasoned with

salt" (Titus 2:8) reminds us to make sure that our
speech hasjust the right flavor, that we make sure
we do our best to say palatable thingsin every
situation. A fool isfull of words," saysthe wise
man (Eccles. 10:14), indicating that you become
suspicious when you say too much about a thing.
A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous
words stir up anger” (Prov. 15:1) tells us about
how to handle controversial matters and is a pas-
sage everyone would do well to commit to mem-
ory.

Then there are those private reporters, those who
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speak in hushed tones and report in secret, those
who seemingly take great delight in spreading
rumors and other hurtful information. A Gossip is
anewsmonger, one who carries about information
that is mostly undocumented in nature and unpro-
ductive in effect. It is speech which is seldom
intended to edify and will usually include such
things asidle talk, tattling, rumors. Sadly, most
everyone has participated in it at one time or the
other. And even more sadly, many have done so
with full knowledge of what they were doing.

“"Behold how great a matter alittle fire kin-
dieth!" (Jas. 3:5). It takesonly a small amount of
kindling to start a huge conflagration and the
skilled gossip knows just how to do it. He may
just lift an eyebrow or crook his mouth. He may
offer some innuendo or half-truth. He may start
some rumor in a place where he knowsiit will
spread like wildfire. He may write something
without confirming the source or examining all
the facts just because the rumor heis reporting
fits what he wants to report.

Gossip isugly. Gossipissinful. But gossipis
effective, too. “"Dead flies cause the ointment of
the apothecary to send forth a stinking savor; so
doth alittle folly him that isin reputation for wis-
dom and honor" (Eccles. 10:1). A man's reputa-
tion, which may have taken yearsto build, can be
destroyed by one little, well-placed rumor, just as
the ointment which may have taken months to
prepare can be destroyed when one little stink-fly
lands in the potion. It is a serious thing to report
information which is not true or pass along what
has never been proven. But people do it al the
time. And get away with it.

Two things would help.

Don't repeat anything you don't know for sure.
The world of gossip operates on a chain reaction.
When the chain is broken, the gossip stops.

Remember you are responsible for what you tell.
No matter where you got it, it's still your respon-
sibility. Just don't re-tell and you won't have to
worry about it. Make sure it needs to be told be-
foreyou tell it. - Dee Bowman
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JesusAnd The Children

Infant rantism [sprinkling] is a substitute for the
personal obedience the Lord requiresin com-

manding believersto be baptized. Maybe your
dear mother did bear you gently to apriest or a
minister and have your forehead touched with his
damp finger when you were so young you cannot
now remember. The Lord will not accept itinlieu
of your personal obedience. There is not acom-
mand, example, or necessary inferencein the
New Testament justifying the sprinkling of water
on even one infant. Infants cannot believe, do not
need to repent, and not one scriptural reason has
ever been offered for either rantizing or baptizing
them. A postmaster in a Texas town, and a devout
Methodist, cited me to the story of Jesus and the
children as though the case were plainly made out
in hisfavor. "Then there were brought unto him
little children, that he should lay his hands on
them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them.
But Jesus said, Suffer the little children, and for-
bid them not, to come unto me: for to such belon-
geth the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. 19: 13-15.) It
is quite strange with what facility religionists can
find water where there is none at all, and cannot
find any at al in such an expression as "born of
water" in John 3: 5. When Jesus laid his hands on
the children and prayed, they see clear authority
for a preacher sprinkling water on a baby, al-
though such athing is not remotely implied in the
text; but when they read that "we were buried
therefore with him through baptism into

death" (Rom. 6: 4), they cannot imagine even one
drop of water. A strange perverseness has taken
hold of the hearts of the people. We wonder if we
are not justified in bringing the language of Jesus
down to date: "For this peopl€'s heart is waxed
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their
eyes they have closed; lest haply they should per-
ceive with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and should turn
again, and | should heal them." (Matt. 13: 15.)

Religious bias can cause amanto seeathing in a
text which is not there, and he ought not therefore
to see, and it can blind his eyes to something
which isthere, and which he therefore ought to
see. He ought to be able to see, for instance, that
Jesus did not consider that these "little children"
were totally depraved by birth. Hislanguage is
most interesting when compared with that Calvin-
istic dogma.
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