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"Heaven above is softer blue, earth around is Sweeter green;
something lives in every hue, Christless eyes have never seen."

Calendar
Group 8 Meeting at Hank Wilson's home

Tonight at 6:30-8 PM

New-Millennium Challenges
Respectable Thieves

“Don’t be naive. There are difficult times ahead. As the end approaches, people
are going to be self-absorbed, money-hungry, self-promoting, stuck-up, profane,
contemptuous of parents, crude, coarse, dog-eat-dog, unbending, slanderers, im-
pulsively wild, savage, cynical, treacherous, ruthless, bloated windbags, addicted
to lust, and allergic to God. They’ll make a show of religion, but behind the
scenes they’re animals. Stay clear of these people.”

Il Timothy 3:1-5, The Message

If a burglar broke into your house and stole your most valuable pos-
sessions, the last word you would think of using to describe the thief
is “respectable.” “Disgusting,” maybe. “Sick,” perhaps. But never “re-

spectable.”

“LLOOK CAREFULLY THEN HOW YOU WALK, NOT
AS UNWISE BUT AS WISE, MAKING THE BEST USE
OF THE TIME, BECAUSE THE DAYS ARE EVIL.”

EPHESIANS 5:15-16

You would never knowingly allow one of these criminals into your
house, would you? Yet, are there are some “thieves” that you not only
allow but invite into your home every day?

The most obvious thief is the time-thief. Each one of us is equal
in terms of how much time we are allotted each day — 1440 minutes
to spend. Many of those minutes are spent on the necessities of life:
eating, dressing, sleeping, working. Time experts call the minutes left
over after the necessities are paid for discretionary or “disposable”
time; the amount of time, of course, is different for each of us.

Take a minute to calculate how much “discretionary” time you
have, on average, each weekday (presumably, weekends provide more
“disposable hours,” but that varies wildly from one weekend to the
next, especially if you have younger children).
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For drill, let’s suppose you have five hours of
extra time each weekday, which comes to 25
hours for the Monday-Friday work-week.

About four of those hours are used in getting
to Bible class on Wednesday night, including
getting ready and drive time. That leaves 21
hours that are yours to spend.

Here’s where thieves may break in where
angels are not allowed to tread. According to
Nielsen Media Research (and they should know),
in 2007, women spent an average of over five
hours watching television each day. Men spent
four-and-a-half hours watching TV each day,
while kids spent over three hours.

Did you ever think of that talking box as a
“thief”? A respectable thief, perhaps, but still a
thief. Sure, there are some profitable programs to
watch on TV, they may even be educational. But in
most households, the majority of time is spent
watching TV for entertainment, not education. It
may be a sports program, a sitcom or a drama and
none of those do anything to enhance one’s spiri-
tual development. In fact, the content may erode
your spirituality, since most of these shows are
filled with profanity, violence, sexually suggestive
scenes and innuendo (or even overtly explicit
scenes).

But even if the fare is morally benign, the time
devoted to staring at the screen is gone forever.
And if you view TV near the average number of
hours, you are spending nearly all of your extra
time watching it (based on our five hours a day
extra time scenario).

But there are other “respectable” thieves be-
sides TV. Reading is one. Some brag that they
don’t watch TV, but read books instead. But what
are they reading? Not the Bible, at least most of
the time. They are reading novels that are filled
with the same stuff that is dramatized on TV.
What'’s the difference? You got me.

Then there are video games. This thief’s most
common, but by no means only, target are teenage
boys. The time burned on these is amazing. Ac-
cording to a 2007 study, almost 30% of those who
play video games played an average of 10-20 hours
per week. But 21% played 20-40 hours, 14% over
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40 and 11% over 100 hours! Adolescents who play
video games spend 30% less time reading and 34%
less time doing homework. Bad thief!!

Are there other “thieves” that we allow into
our homes, our children’s rooms and our minds?
Facebook can be fun and put to great use; but it
can also become a major time-thief, if we are not
careful. Such common activities as talking on the
phone, texting or e-mailing are all fine and some-
times necessary. But before we know it, an hour or
more can pass and we haven’t really accomplished
anything.

There are even some “noble” time-thieves. For
example, exercise is a good thing, but it’s a thief if
we allow “getting in shape” to become an obses-
sion that eats away precious hours. Paul warned
Timothy: “For while bodily training is of some
value, godliness is of value in every way” (I Tim.
4:8, ESV).

The point of all this, of course, is to ask how
much of our “discretionary time” is given to the
things of God such as Bible reading and study,
attendance at classes and services, helping those
who need help?

Listen to Paul, then use your “extra” time
wisely: “Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise, making the best use of the
time, because the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-16).
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