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Living Wisely in the Midst 
of a Wicked Government
“Folly is set in many high places…” (Eccl. 10:6a). Few of us would 
disagree. As we contemplate men and women in high places who 
violate public trust or engage in immorality or just lie to us — 
there is a lot not to like about government and those who govern.

Yet, it is God who ordained civil government for our good and 
we are commanded to be subject to the government we live under 
(Rom. 13:1-7). When those who govern us make decisions with 
which we disagree, we are still commanded to “honor the king” (I 
Pet. 2:17), as difficult as that may be at times. It’s especially hard 
when those who govern us are genuinely “wicked”; but that was 
the case when Peter said, “honor the king” — Nero was ruling the 
roost in Rome and no one can argue about his propensity for evil.

We need wisdom to endure poor, incompetent or even wicked 
government. Qoheleth gives us some guidance in the 10th chapter 
of Ecclesiastes that will help us navigate the political waters in our 
time. 

One warning: neither Qoheleth nor the writers of the New 
Testament promote a particular political party. No, 10:2 does not 
teach that everyone who leans to the right, politically, is wise and 
those who bend left are fools, however much we may wish it did. 
He’s saying a wise man’s heart leads him to do things that are 
right or skillful while a fool’s heart takes him to the “left”; he’s in-
competent, inept. OK, so there may be some application to the cur-
rent political scene, but that wasn’t Qoheleth’s point.

But we do see “folly in high places” at all points on the politi-
cal spectrum. Often, though not always, the folly brings them 
down. In my lifetime, I have seen several politicians “walk on the 
ground like slaves” after enjoying their time as “princes on horses” 
for a time. Sometimes, the task is too big for the man — he is not 
competent to handle the job he has. Qoheleth says it like this: “Woe 
to you, O land, when your king is a child…” Inexperience or lack 
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of wisdom in high places is 
distressful to a nation. But too 
often, there is outright evil: 
can you say “Nixon,“ “Blago-
jevich” or “Sanborn,” etc., etc. 
“He who digs a pit will fall 
into it…” (10:8).

On the other hand, when 
the king is experienced and 
wise and focused on the task 
at hand, we get good govern-
ment (10:17). All may not 
agree, but I feel we had that 
experience with Ronald Rea-
gan. By the time he got to 
White House, he was a sea-
soned politician and serious 
about the work that had to be 
done. He was far from perfect, 
but he kept his eye on the ball 
most of the time, and the na-
tion was better off because of 
his leadership. And he hon-
ored the office — he would not 
even take his coat off in the 
Oval Office. 

But not all leaders are 
good leaders or wise or be-
neficent or even kind. Some 
are patently wicked. As we 
speak, Zimbabwe is suffering 
under the heavy hand of Rob-
ert Mugabe, who lives in ivory 
tower while his people starve 
and live in fear for their lives. 
We have many brothers and 
sisters in Christ living there. 
How should they view their 
government? What is the wise 
approach in dealing with a 
wicked government, whether 
in Zimbabwe or the USA?

First, we should not be 
surprised when governments 
go bad and the powers-that-be 
become corrupt. “Power cor-

rupts and absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely.” We have 
seen that cliché come true time 
and time again over the years. 
It was true in Israel’s time, 
even among Israel’s kings; it 
was demonstrated in Rome, as 
emperors wielded their power 
with an iron fist; and it has 
been demonstrated several 
times in the last one hundred 
years by evil men who gained 
influence and then absolute 
power: Stalin, Hitler, Musso-
lini, Saddam Hussein and on 
and on we could go. Power is 
intoxicating and when it gets 
in the blood of wicked men, it 
is devastating to a nation.

We are blessed to live in a 
great country founded on 
great principles. Fortunately, 
an  “absolutely corrupt” leader 
is limited by the balance of 
power written into our consti-
tution and are eventually ex-
pelled from office. 

A second way that we deal 
with wicked governments 
may seem overly obvious: 
don’t believe everything a politi-
cian says. “Of course,” you say, 
but we need the reminder. I 
know Christians who get car-
ried away with the lofty rheto-
ric of smooth politicians who 
have a lot of charisma and are 
able to charm their audience. 
But, as Qoheleth reminds us, 
“a fool multiplies words…” 
(10:14). People who govern us 
tend to allow their egos to get 
the best of them and they 
think they can talk us into any-
thing. They have the “bully 
pulpit” and think that by the 

mere multiplication of words, 
they will win us over, even to 
ridiculous ideas (like a few 
renegade preachers I’ve 
known!). Most of the time, 
people eventually either get 
bored or dulled by a fool’s 
words or they rebel against 
them in some way. Christians 
should take everything with 
the proverbial grain of salt.

Third, be careful about 
“cursing the king” — don’t do 
it! Qoheleth gives us a su-
premely practical reason for 
avoiding it: a little bird might 
tell him and you’ll be in his 
doghouse from then on. But 
that’s not why Christians 
don’t curse the king. Chris-
tians don’t curse anything or 
anyone. We are told to love 
our enemies and pursue peace 
(Mt. 5:44; Rom. 12:18). I was 
no fan of William Jefferson 
Clinton, but there was a lot of 
“cursing” going on among us 
back then and I fear for the 
souls of those of us who view 
anyone with contempt, includ-
ing an immoral president. We 
can disagree adamantly with a 
man’s personal choices and 
policies, but it should never 
turn to contempt. 

We can live under the re-
gime of a wicked government 
because this world is not our 
home. Just use some common 
sense, listen carefully and re-
spond even more carefully. 
Someone might think we’re 
unusual, and that would be a 
good thing.
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