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Homosexuality

Homosexuality has become an accepted way of life. There was a

time when the mention of the word brought hushed silence and

shame. No more. Today, we even have a president who openly sup-

ports “gay rights” and panders to the homosexual community.
Listen to this report from the Associated Press:

President Barack Obama says that while he’s dedicated to ex-
panding homosexual rights, many Americans still cling to what
he calls “worn arguments and old attitudes.”

At a White House celebration of Gay Pride Month, Obama
said he hopes to persuade all Americans to accept homosexu-
ality. “There are good and decent people in this country who
don’t yet fully embrace their gay brothers and sisters —not yet,”
said the president. “That's why I've spoken about these issues
— not just in front of you — but in front of unlikely audiences,
in front of African-American church members.”

Obama acknowledged that many Americans still disapprove of
homosexuality. “There are still fellow citizens, perhaps neigh-
bors or even family members and loved ones, who still hold
fast to worn arguments and old attitudes,” he stated.

The audience at the White House ceremony included Episco-
pal Bishop Gene Robinson and other homosexual clergy.
Obama introduced Robinson as a “special friend.”

As you know by now, many churches have either acquiesced to
the reality of homosexuality or openly endorsed the lifestyle. Sev-
eral years ago, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) elected a
president who supports allowing homosexuals to occupy the pulpit
as preachers.

Most important for our purposes is that some biblical scholars
are using Bible passages in an attempt to marshal biblical support
for the idea that homosexuality is a genetic condition—that some
men and women are born with the tendency to be homosexual. It is
called “inversion” instead of “perversion.”

Does the Bible, in any way, support the practice of homosexual-
ity? Does it present clear, unambiguous teaching on the subject?
We’ll see that the answer to the first question is a resounding

“NO!” and the answer to the second an equally resounding “YES!”
There are three specific, biblical reasons why homosexuality is not
a proper alternative:

I. Condemned by exclusion

Let’s be clear— this is a sexual issue. The Bible is unambiguous,
definite, and clear that the only proper means of sexual expression
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is in a lawful marriage. A lawful marriage must be
defined by the person who instituted marriage,
God. See Genesis 2:18-24. God made man and
woman, male and female. The woman was created
for specific reason and that is to be a help suit-
able for the man (a perfect fit in every way).

Jesus Christ confirmed this arrangement in
passages such as Matthew 19:4-5. Hebrews 13:4
points out that marriage is honorable, but God
will judge fornicators. Sexual needs are to be ful-
filled only in a lawful marriage. Anything else is a
perversion of God’s original plan and purpose. If
sexual expression is limited to the marriage rela-
tionship, and marriage can only occur scripturally
between male and female, then every other sexual
expression is excluded.

We find, then, that even if homosexual activity
or the word “homosexuality” had never been
mentioned in Scripture, there would still be posi-
tive prohibition against it since all sexual activity
outside a lawful marriage is forbidden.

Il. Condemned by inclusion

The Bible goes further, however, and condemns
all sexual immorality. The Bible defines all sexual
activity outside a lawful marriage as “fornication”
(the Greek word is porneia, from which we get our
word “pornography”). See again Hebrews 13:4.
Since homosexual activity can never be practiced
within a scriptural marriage, then every passage
which mentions or implies sexual immorality in-
cludes homosexual behavior.

What does the Bible say about immorality? |
Corinthians 5:9; 6:18; | Thessalonians 4:3; Revela-
tion 9:21; 21:8; 22:15. Again, all sexual behavior
outside marriage is unambiguously condemned
as “immoral.” Those who are immoral cannot en-
ter into heaven, but will suffer eternal destruc-
tion. So, once again, even if homosexuality was
never mentioned in Scripture, it is condemned
because it falls under the definition of “immoral-
ity.”

I1l. Condemned by explicit law

Does the Bible specifically condemn homosexual
behavior? The practice was not unknown in Bible
times. Plato, in the last work written before his
death, witnesses to the pervasiveness of homo-
sexuality in the Greek world, and advocated legis-
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lation to regulate it. But long before Plato, the
Old Testament dealt with it, and in no uncertain
terms.

First, there were specific laws written forbid-
ding it: Leviticus 18:22; 20:13. Sodom and Go-
morrah had become notorious for it. See Genesis
19. The story of Lot and the angels, recorded in
Genesis 19:1-11, show the extreme ugliness and
perversity of this sin. God destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah because it had sunk to such a level of
immorality that it was beyond redemption. See II
Peter 2:6 and Jude 7.

The New Testament speaks clearly on the sub-
ject as well. It is the result of “degrading pas-
sions,” says Paul in Romans 1:26-27. It is specifi-
cally mentioned in | Corinthians 6:9.

The final word

Some attempt to paint homosexual activity as
simply another alternative for establishing a lov-
ing and caring relationship. But consider this:
only 1% of homosexuals have had fewer than 8
lifetime partners; 75% of homosexual men report
more than 30 partners; and the average homosex-
ual has had 59 to 500 different sexual contacts,
depending upon the study used. Most of those
with AIDS have had more than 1,000 sexual con-
tacts!

God’s word is clear: homosexual activity, re-
gardless of society’s acceptance, is sin. The only
sexual activity sanctioned by Scripture is that
which takes place in a lawful marriage between a
man (male) and a woman (female).

As perverse and destructive as this sin is, the
homosexual who repents is not beyond forgive-
ness. God will forgive this sin as He does any
other sin (see | Corinthians 6:9-11). Our repug-
nance of this or any other sin should not cause us
to shut off the sinner; we must love them and try
to convince them to come under the authority of
the Scripture and put away all immoral behavior,
for their soul’s sake.
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