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Change For The Better!
Most people aspire to better themselves. You are
created in God’s image and have great potential for
positive spiritual growth! Are you looking for a
positive change in your life?

Where do we get the lasting power to change
spiritually? We invite to you to consider God’s plan
for positive change in a negative world.

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old
things passed away; behold, new things have come.”
- 2 Cor 5:17

Unchanging Divine Truth
In a rapidly changing world, many look for a
spiritual compass to help them make sense of this
life. The power for positive change comes from
building our lives on unchanging spiritual realities.
The Bible can be summed up in 4 words: God, man,
sin and salvation.

1. God’s Ultimate Reality. “I am the LORD, I do not
change” (Mal 3:6). The God of the Bible “dwells in
eternity” (Isa 57:15). He is the uncaused Creator of
our marvelously designed universe. He, as the great
“I AM” (Ex 3:14), is the self-existent God who
defines ultimate reality.

The tried and true way of the changeless God is the
only sure foundation for the future. “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov 1:7). With-
out the eternal God, there is no ultimate meaning or
objective standard of right and wrong. So, how close
are you to God now?

2. Man’s Search for Meaning. For every person, God has “set
eternity in their heart” (Ecc 3:11). No society of atheists has
ever been found. We all have a spiritual dimension that this
physical world cannot satisfy. You are made in God’s spiritual
“image” (Gen 1:27), fitted for a relationship with Him.

We all have an inner God-shaped space that He alone can
fulfill. “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all. God
will bring every work into judgment, including every secret
thing, whether good or evil” (Ecc 12:13-14).

3. Sin’s Deadly Problem. Virtually all the bad changes in the
world can be traced to the universal problem of sin. “All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom 3:23). If you
doubt the reality of sin, most of the headlines in the news are
due to sin somewhere: murder, stealing, lying, violence, hatred,
selfishness, etc. We know the reality of sin, because we’ve all
been hurt or misused by others.

Also, deep in our conscience, we know we’ve done things
wrong too. The problem with sin is the spiritual penalty God
assigns it. “The wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23). Our greatest
problem isn’t crime, pollution, terrorism or the federal deficit.
It’s our spiritual alienation from God (Isa 59:2).

4. Jesus’ Exclusive Salvation. Despite the problems in the
world, there’s hope that things can be better! “God did not send
the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world
might be saved through Him” (Jn 3:17). The saving power of
Jesus Christ can dynamically lift us up to a new plane of living.
He is in the people changing business!

Many things disappoint us in this world, but He is always there
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near to help and mighty to save. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever” (Heb 13:8). As members of this local church of Christ, the Lord
Christ has changed our lives for the better! We know He can do the same for
you and your family.

5. The Bible. “You have been born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever” (1 Pet
1:23). The Bible is God’s revealed, perfect will for our lives. Only the Bible
tells us where we came from, where we are going, and what God’s plan for our
lives is. It’s timeless wisdom that can change your life from the inside out.

We would love to have you study the Bible with us. We offer great family Bible
classes for all ages. Our preaching and teaching aim to bring the Bible to life.
We’re striving to restore the ideals of New Testament Christianity in faith,
practice and spirit (Phil 1:27). We take the Bible seriously enough to have
Book, Chapter and Verse for all beliefs and practices.

You can find a church home here in an undenominational congregation of
Jesus’ sincere disciples. Our goal is to be just like the Lord’s church we read in
the Scriptures (Acts 2:37-47). In Christ, we’ve found forgiveness of sin, peace
of mind, joy in living, and a loving family of like-minded believers.

continued from pg. 1

Tap Into God’s Power to Change!
Are you really looking for the power to change for the better? Conversion is
changing from the wrong way to the right way, from a self-centered life to a
God-centered life. In obeying the gospel, “we have been buried with Him
through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” (Rom 6:4).
Jesus Christ offers real hope of lasting change from self-defeating behavior,
rotten attitudes and sinful habits. “If the Son shall make you free, you shall be
free indeed” (Jn 8:36).

The new life of discipleship in following Jesus Christ has the power to make us
whole through the gospel (2 Cor 5:21)! Please come visit us! You will be our
honored guest. You will find a warm welcome. We hope to see you soon!

-W. Frank Walton

His Grace Reaches Me
Who in their right mind could have ever seen me being a Christian two and a half years ago? I honestly believe the camel
could have entered through the eye of a needle before this would ever happen. But along with that statement, Jesus said,
“the things that are impossible with people are possible with God” (Luke 18:27). I was involved with the most corrupt
crowds and lived by feeding off of other’s addictions. From drug indulging, to fulfilling youthful lusts, I engaged myself
in whatever I could get my hands on. I paraded in evil.
There are not many people who are fortunate enough to find a way out of those lifestyles. Most do not ever look for it;
others don’t ever see a problem. “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us” (1
John 1:8).
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The Lord’s Day, January 13, 2008 Wednesday, January 16, 2008
10 AM, Bible class will resume in February 13,  2008.
7:30 PM, Bible Classes for ages 18 mos. and up
Auditorium: The Sayings of Jesus (Rich Mowrer)
Room 11-12: Parenting by the Book (David Posey & Dennis
Wade)

Notes
Sermons and Power Point charts are available online on our
website (www.folsomchurch.com) or on CD (see a deacon)

9:30 AM: Worship: Singing, Lord’s Supper, Preaching
Sermon: The Story

♦ Preaching: David Posey
5:00 PM: Lord’s Supper, Singing, Preaching

♦ Sermon: David Posey
5:30 PM: Bible Classes for ages 18 mos., & up
Auditorium: What Jesus Wants to Know (various teachers)
Room 11-12: The Parables (David Byrd)
Room 8: Seed-Sowers (Dennis Wade & Cameron Carrozza)

I made, at least, one good decision in those days and that was loving Leah Hyde. It was a choice that saved my life. She
walked and talked in a way that I saw and heard but did not understand. We discussed Jesus and religion until 5 a.m. at
times. She never gave up on me. One night she proposed a question that I will never forget. “Why don’t you talk to my
grandpa?” I refused, so I talked to Bubba Garner instead.
Bubba shared the gospel with me and I obeyed. I never knew that such filth in someone’s life could be forgiven.
“Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me” (Amazing Grace, v.1).
God’s grace reached me and my life has not been the same since. From the night I was baptized, I have entered into a
journey that has brought purpose to my life.
The next baseball season after I was born again, I was trying to save the sinners like me. I struggled walking on a straight
line, because I was young in the faith. I wanted to be like Christ, and the hope of reaching that level of maturity drove me
daily. For Peter says, “like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to
salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2).
I was tempted from all angles, but in my mind I just had to keep walking. I had to establish a new group of friends and a
new way of making decisions. I lost the close relationships with the drug abusers, the alcoholics, the fornicators, the
slanderers and the perverts. I could not be around evil or I would fall into their deeds. Paul writes in 1 Cor. 15:33, “Do
not be deceived: ‘Bad company corrupts good morals.’”
As a year passed and another season came to be, I came to know a new group of friends. God blessed me. I had brethren
among me to hold me accountable and to strengthen my weaknesses. “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another”
(Proverbs 27:17). For five months I could observe others and apply new qualities of Christianity.
Looking back on it, God was slowly, but surely, molding me into something I only dreamed of—being like Christ. The
Lord planned for these people to be in my life—my teammates, Bubba, Leah, and you.
“The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures” (Amazing Grace, v.4). I knew that I could not give up
on the faith even though it can be strenuous. The difficultly we face here on earth is what develops perseverance. We
must do our best to rejoice “when the goin’ gets tough.” James 1:2-4 says, “To consider it joy when we encounter various
trials because the testing of our faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”
That’s how I got where I am. And I know that the Lord is not through working on me. But I do know that “‘twas grace
that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home” (Amazing Grace, v.3). When you put your faith in God, He
will see you through every trial and take you home to heaven. That’s where I want to be.

-Tim King




