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Garage Sale Grace and Flea Market Salvation
The obvious question is, “What in the world do

garage sales and flea markets have to do with grace?” The
obvious answer ought to be, “Absolutely nothing!” But
such is not the case. Many people today are in search of a
bargain even in the religious realm.

The overwhelming success of garage sales and flea
markets in today’s society demonstrates that many are
interested in a bargain. Likewise, in the spiritual realm,
many seem to approach the subject of grace with the same
bargain hunting frame of mind. They want to obtain the
benefits of grace, but they want to do so as cheaply as
possible. In truth, their question is: “How little must I give
before I can possess it?”

Grace Is Free but Not Cheap

In Ephesians 2:8, 9 and Romans 5:15-18, we find
that salvation is by God’s grace and cannot be merited by
any work which man can perform. But for someone to
think the benefits of grace can be had at bargain basement
prices is a serious mistake and only serves to demonstrate
how that individual has completely misunderstood the
subject of grace. The unmerited and gracious gift of God’s
Son for the redemption of fallen man was not something
that was deserved by any thing man has done or ever could
do. It comes as a free gift from God and is completely
unmerited by man, but this is not to say it is not without
great cost on the part of both God and man. Does this all
seem confusing to you? Are you wondering how some-
thing can be free yet costly? Then maybe you are confus-
ing the physical and spiritual realms. Let’s spend some
time considering the cost of God’s grace.

What It Cost God
Our God and Heavenly Father gave His “only be-

gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not

perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through
Him might be saved” (John 3:16, 17). The Father gave His
Son and the Son gave His life; but there is more. The relation-
ship the Father and Son had enjoyed throughout eternity (John
1:1) was disrupted (Philippians 2:5-8) so that man could be
justified (Romans 3:26). When one begins to contemplate the
great sacrifice of both the Father and the Son, one is simply
overwhelmed by the great cost of this thing called grace.

What It Costs Man

One gets an insight into what the “free gift” of salvation
costs man when, in Matthew 13:44,45, our Lord said: “Again
the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof
goeth and seeketh all that he hath, and buyeth that field. Again,
the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking
goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great
price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” To receive
the benefits of grace, one must be willing to give all that one
has, i.e., “If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24). In
other words, in order to receive the benefits of God’s grace,
the Lord requires a complete sacrifice of our lives to Him
(Romans 12:1, 2).

The blood-bought are aware of the marvelous price God
paid so that He could bestow His grace upon them (I
Corinthians 6:19,20), and know they are under obligation to
the Giver of this grace to walk in the footsteps of Jesus (I
Peter 2:21-23). When one truly understands the great value
of grace, he will give all that he has to possess it, knowing
that there is no way he could ever really pay for it. It is within
this context that the Lord said: “Take My yoke upon you, and
learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden
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light” (Matthew 11:29, 30). He is not saying there is no work (i.e., righteousness)
to be performed, but that when compared with the benefits to be received such
righteousness is easy and light. In other words, “I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us” (Romans 8:18).

Cheap Prices

When grace is reduced to a doctrine, principle, or system it is cheapened,
and those who engage in such endeavors demonstrate a real lack of understanding
about this subject. The religious world is full of flea market salvation and garage
sale grace. Belief in God (viz., mental assent), we are told by some, is all that is
necessary for one to receive the remission of his sins. The benefits of grace can be
possessed, they say, without repentance, baptism, and a continual “walking in the
light.” Furthermore, these “faith only” advocates tell us that once one has received
the blessings of God’s grace and been saved from his past sins he can never fall
from such grace so as to be lost. In addition to being a clear contradiction of
Scripture (cf. Galatians 5:4), such teaching cheapens grace and ultimately makes
it nothing more than a cloak for evil-doing.

There are those who call themselves Christians today who have no concept
of discipleship. They wish to join themselves to local churches of Christ but they
do not intend to submit to church discipline. To those like this, the apostle Paul
wrote: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: For whatsoever a man soweth, that
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us
not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not”
(Galatians 6:7-9).

That which has cost God so much cannot be cheap for us. It must be seen as
the priceless gift it is. Although we give all we have to possess it, it is ours because
God gave it to us. Let us always be determined to keep grace in its proper
perspective, remembering what it cost our Heavenly Father and His only begotten
Son. Let us be determined never to reduce grace to simply a theological system to
be memorized. Let us teach that grace must be accepted on God’s terms and not
man’s. In so doing, we will never become involved in that which is worthless,
namely, bargain basement salvation! -Allan Turner

A Pattern For Service
All of us at one time or another have seen the brilliance of a flock of geese flying in a V shape. It is not only a won-

derful sight to see, it’s a very efficient aerodynamic pattern. Scientist have studied this pattern. The lead goose does most
of the work, breaking the force of the wind. Then after a period of time, he drops to the back and the next goose takes
over. Scientists have shown that it takes up to 60% less effort for the geese to fly this way. The flapping of wings creates
an uplift of air, which is felt the greatest at the rear of the formation. The lead goose is allowed to rest and is carried by
the others. In essence, the geese uplift one another.

We too should be about uplifting one another. Most of us enjoy edifying one another, but just in case you need a
little motivation here’s a few reasons why you should.

Building others up builds you up. I recently had the opportunity and pleasure of visiting Brother George Suggs.
Often we may think visiting people a chore and feel we’re only doing it for the benefit of the person we’re visiting. Well
let me tell you something, go visit Brother Suggs and you’ll be the one uplifted. His smile and character made me wish I

(continued from page 1)
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could be that happy and have that kind of outlook on life. In
the face of all he’s had to battle he still has his same cheerful
disposition. Try uplifting someone and most of the time you
find yourself uplifted as well.
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The more people who have been edified, the better
the atmosphere. As Paul was speaking to the church in
Thessolonica, and teaching them about Christian conduct,
he told them to “encourage one another and build one an-
other up.” He also told them to “appreciate and esteem highly
in love those who labor among them, and to live in peace
with one another.” (1 Thess. 5:11-13) When you love and
edify and are able to cheer the heart of another, peace is
almost sure to follow. Just think if everyone was edified and
everyone had a cheerful heart. We’d have a lot less prob-
lems within the church. What a wonderful thing it would be.

Build up others because you love them. We are told
that “Love does no wrong to his neighbor,” (Rom 13:10), so
why would you want to bring your brother down rather than
uplifting him? Don’t we love our brethren? You can’t say
you love God and not say you love your brother! (1 Jn. 4:20)
“ And this commandment we have from him, that the one
who loves God should love his brother also.”(1 Jn. 4:21)
When you love someone you give a part of yourself to them.
Just as when two people are married, they become one. God
loved us enough to give his son to die for us. (Jn. 3:16) We
too should love one another and be willing to lend ourselves to one another. James tells us to “confess our sins to one
another and pray for one another so that we may be healed.” (James 5:16) We should be willing and able to help one another.
We should pray for our brethren or just be a shoulder to cry on. We can do it, all we gotta do is try.

Let us hear the words spoken by Paul, “So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of
one another.” (Rom. 14:19) Show the love you have for brethren today, and remember… “Smiles are a simple way to uplift,
and they can be extremely contagious!” From the v-shaped flight pattern of the geese, observe the pattern for your service.

-Dan Chaney




