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The “Weightier Matters”

Do the Weightier Matters Matter?

In an effort to discourage a kind of faith that
turns God’s grace into licentiousness, we may be
guilty of misplaced emphasis in our preaching,
teaching and writing. For example, whenever we
discuss grace, we may worry that someone may for-
get that personal obligation flows from that grace. So
we hammer on obedience (though we seem less in-
clined to “hammer on grace” when we discuss obe-
dience. Few of us leave ourselves open to the charge
leveled against Paul in Rom. 3:8).

We know that there are “weightier matters” in
the law — we know it, because Christ said it (Mat-
thew 23:23), and it makes perfect sense. After all,
Christ was teaching the Pharisees that tithing anise,
mint and cummin is hardly the same as practicing
justice, mercy and faith. How could anyone think
otherwise? But we are so concerned that someone
may “take advantage of grace,” that we are hesitant
to speak in terms of “weightier matters” or “things
of first importance” (cf. I Cor. 15:3) or of the “first
and great commandment” (Mt. 22:38). After all,
someone may misunderstand and think they can get
by with only love, or justice or mercy or faith — and
we can’t have that!

This is an issue that is dividing members of
Christ’s body today, especially preachers. On the one
hand some teach from the lesser to the greater. In
other words, they feel that you must preach the de-
tails, almost exclusively, and that will somehow in-
vest the hearer with the “greater” concepts. For ex-
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ample, if I'll only preach hard and often on the sin of
wearing immodest apparel, then people will stop
wearing such clothing, and that is some measure of
their faith, love, mercy, etc. Perhaps. Perhaps not.

Others reason that we should preach from the
concepts to the details. That is, if I emphasize faith,
mercy, love, etc., then I can make application with
the details. For example, I can teach the importance
of holiness and sanctification in the life of a Chris-
tian, then use wearing modest apparel as good ex-
ample of applying the concept of holiness. The idea
is that the “weightier matters” of the law, once inter-
nalized, will find application in the hearts of good
and honest people. Notice that in both cases, the im-
portance of modest apparel is taught. It's a matter of
emphasis.

Neither approach is wrong in itself unless the
weightier matters are either ignored (or buried in a
mountain of minutiae) or taught in such a way that a
person views them as means of escape from the
wrath of God (cf. Micah 6:6-8; Isa. 5:20). Which is
better? A Christian gives well because of a sense of
duty or because he has first given himself to the
Lord, and is acting out a sincere faith (2 Cor. 8:5)?
Many will say the first man is “noble” because he is
rigidly obedient. But does the Bible say that? No, it
doesn'’t.

I heard a sermon in which the preacher said that
Abraham took three days to make a one-day trip to
the place where he would sacrifice Isaac. His point
was that Abraham didn’t really want to do it but
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obeyed anyway. The point sought to assuage the guilt of those who
obey God by rote. The problem is, Abraham’s journey was a three-
day trip. The bigger problem is that the Bible never condones rote
obedience; it demands that we obey God from the heart (cf. Eph.
6:6).

It is at least arguable that there are members of the body of
Christ who have so focused on the details, and have become so
proficient at avoiding (the very appearance of) evil, that they actu-
ally think that they are saved by keeping the law as an automaton
would. Yet, few of these same people are leaders in justice, mercy,
or love. It has to be said that some of the most rigidly moral people
I know are also the least likely to help others when they are in
trouble—they’ve allowed their tithing of anise, mint and cummin
to take the place of justice, mercy and faith.

Of course, that was precisely what Jesus was condemning in
Matthew 23, wasn’t it? It wasn’t that obedience in the tiniest is bad
— Jesus told them to do the weightier without leaving the small
things undone. But, too often, the smaller things become a substi-
tute for the bigger things.

How can that be? If we put this in our own context, how is it
that giving a good amount out of the abundance that we possess
could possibly satisfy God if we are not combining that with a gift
of our time to someone who is in need? In Matthew 15, Jesus ac-
cused the Pharisee of ignoring their own parents’ needs. Why? Be-
cause, alas, they had devoted all their (extra?) money to the temple!
Jesus said such conduct amounts to “teaching as doctrine the
commandments of men” (Matthew 15:9).

But there are rigidly moral people I know — I think they would
prefer the term “holy” or “righteous” — who take the lead in help-
ing others. They do not fall into the snare of thinking their “right-
eousness” will carry them to heaven. They are too humble for that.
They know they can never be that righteous. They place all their
hope in the grace of God and they thank God constantly for his
wonderful grace.

Thanking God often for His grace leads to graciousness born
out of a love for others. This love is expressed, not in word only,
but in deed (I Jn. 3:18). As products of grace, they cannot ignore
those who have a need for grace.

These folks are the truly righteous ones. Jesus speaks about
them in Matthew 25:36ff. as the “sheep” on his right hand at the
judgment, who helped people who were in need. He said that
when they helped “the least of these” that it was equivalent to
helping Him.

Righteousness is morality, but so much more. When we reduce
righteousness to mere law-keeping, we’ve missed the whole point
of the gospel.
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Agenda

The Lord’s Day, November 18, 2007

9:30 AM: Worship: Singing, Lord’s Supper, Preaching
Sermon: The Story

Wednesday, November 21, 2007
10 AM, A Study of the Book of James. No class this
week. Will resume next week.

@ Preaching: David Posey
5:00 PM: Lord’s Supper, Singing, Preaching

@ Sermon: David Posey
“How Would Jesus Raise a Child?”

5:30 PM: Bible Classes, All Ages

Adult Class Offerings
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Drifting

by Robert F. Turner

“The preacher’s eyes I’ve never seen,
Though light in them may shine;
For when he prays he closes his,

And when he preaches, mine.”

If I knew who wrote it, | wouldn’t embarrass
him by telling. Besides, if the writer had been wor-
shipping as he should, he wouldn’t know that the
other’s eyes were closed during prayer.

The preacher had probably made a studied ef-
fort to learn how to get and keep attention; how
many of us make a studied effort to give attention?
Both sides may be failing.

Granting (please do, or I’ll feel terrible) that
absolute and unstraying attention is impossible,
surely there is some way to improve single-
mindedness in the public worship. Perhaps the
most important prerequisite is an honest appraisal
of our desire. If we do not care — are so little ac-
quainted with true worship as to think attending,
visiting, and gazing about the auditorium is all God
expects of us — there is little use in going further
with this. But people who really want to worship
God can improve their efforts.

7:30 PM, Bible classes for ages 18 mos. and up,
Auditorium: Deuteronomy (David Posey)

Notes

Most sermons are available in MP3 format on our web-
site (www.folsomchurch.com) or on CD (see a deacon).

1) “Make no provision for the flesh” (Rom.
13:14). Do not sit where there are distractions;
move toward the front of the building. Unless you
are forced (small children, physical disability, etc.)
you cannot afford to overlook this means of im-
proving your attention span and enriching your
worshipping experience.

2) Practice charity. Hear the monotone singer as
one who sings to God, and the trite expressions in
prayer as the efforts of an embarrassed man, saying
what he thinks is expected. (You can pray your own
prayer, you know; and if you lead publicly, you can
set better examples for others.)

3) Listen with a view to learning. Take notes,
reason through the process, being critical in a posi-
tive fashion. Better to forsake the preacher while
making a note of your own, than to drift sleepily
into “limbo.”

4) And when you drift, apologize to God right
then. Ask His help, and worship will become more
meaningful.
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